Photoshop Color Settings For Newsprint

This tutorial is to demonstrate how to optimize your Photoshop Settings for cold-web offset presses such as used
at Trumbull Printing. Because of the nature of the inks and papers used, these presses tend to have higher dot
gain. By using these setting, your photos will experience less plugging, smearing, and off-set. The colors will
print brighter and less “muddy”.

First, open the Color Settings in Photoshop. This is usually found under edit.
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This will bring up the following prompt window:

Color Settings

q‘ Unsynchronized: Your Creative Suite applications &re not “

synchronized for consistent colorn

Cancel
— Settings: | Morth America Prepress 2

Load...

— Working Spaces

RGB: | Adobe RGB {1948} Save

CMYK: | U.5. Web Coated (SWOP) v2

More Options

Gray: | Dot Gain 20%

Spot: | Dot Gain 20% Frorfer

— Color Management Policies

RGB: | Preserve Embedded Profiles

CMYK: | Preserve Embedded Profiles

Gray: | Preserve Embedded Profiles

Profile Mismatches: Ask Whan Opening Ask Whan Pasting
Missing Profiles: Ask Whan Cpening

— Description
Morth Americe Prepress 2: Preparation of content for comman printing
conditions in Morth America. CMYK values are preserved. Profile warnings are
enabled.

This is usually the Photoshop default setting. First, change the Gray and Spot settings to Dot Gain 30%.
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Click on CMYK in working spaces and select Custom CMYK from the drop-down menu. It will be at the top of

the list.
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RGB: | Preserve Embedded Profiles |

CMYK: | Preserve Embedded Profiles

Gray: | Preserve Embedded Profiles

Profile Mismatcheas: Ask When Opening Ask Whnen Fasting
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— Description

U.5. Web Coated [SWOP) v2: Uses specifications designed to produce quelity
separations using U.S. inks under the following printing conditions: 300% total
arsa of ink cnvarana nenative nlate cnated nublicatinn-nrada stonk

This opens a second prompt window - see next page:

Color Settings

Unsynchronized: Your Creative Suite applications are not 0K
& synchronized for consistent color

Custom CMYK

— Settings: Custom
- Werking Soases ——————— Name: |SWOP (Coated), 20%, GCR, Medium |

RGB: | Adobe RGE {19

— Ink Options Cancel
CMYK: | Custom C Ink Colors:  SWOP (Coated)

Gray: | Dot Gain 30% R
——— Dot Gain: = Standard 20 | %
Spot: | Dot Gain 30%

— Color Management Folicies — Separation Options

RGE: | Preserve Embel
N

Separation Type: ©Occr (JucmR Gray Ramp:

CMYK: | Preserve Embel .
~| | Black Generation: Medium B

Gray: | Preserve Embel
Black Ink Limit: {100 | %

Profila Mismatches: (V] Ask When Of
Missing Profiles: (/] Ask Whan Of Total Ink Limit: {300 | %

— Description ———
U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2: Uses sp UCA Amount: |0 %

saparations using U.S. inks under the
area of ink coverage, negative plate, cf




Click on Ink Colors and select SWOP (Newsprint).

Color Settings Custom...

. Unsynchronized: Your Creative Suite applications are not Other
% synchronized for consiatent colon
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CMYHK: | Custom CMYK
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— Deacription ——————
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separations using U.S. inks under the
area of ink coverage, negative plate,

This automatically resets the dot gain to 30%.

Color Settings

. Unsynchronized: Your Creative Suite applications are not 0K
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Now reset the Total Ink Limit to 240%.
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Click OK and you should be left with this:
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Click Save and name the setting Trumbull Color, then click save:

Save
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Photoshop will then ask for a description - I usually leave this blank, just click OK.
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Cancel
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Load...
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RGB: | Adobe RGB (1998} =4 —_————
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The comment entered here will appear in the
Description area of the Color Settings dialog when
this setting file is selected.

Enter your comment here:

Gray: | Dot Gain 30%

Spot: | Dot Gain 30%

— Color Managament Policies

Praparation of content for common printing conditions in Morth America.
CMYHK walues are preserved. Profile warnings are enaboled.

RGB: | Preserve Embedde
B |

Preserve Embedda
B |
Gray: | Preserve Embedde

Profile Mismatches: [¢f] Ask When O;r]

CMYEK:
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— Description

Cancel




Your Color Settings window should now look like this. If you click on the Settings, you will have a drop-down
menu that includes the default settings and the Trumbull settings. Simply click OK and now all photos will have
these settings once they are converted to CMYK.

Color Settings
‘ Unsynchronized: Your Greative Suite applications are not “
% synchronized for consistent colorn

Cancel
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— Settings: | Trumbull Color

Load...

— Working Spaces
RGE: | sRGE IEC&1866-2.1
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Profile Mismatches: || azk When Opening || Ask When Pasting
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— Description

Trumbull Color: General-purpose color settings for screan and print in Marth
America. Profile warnings are dizablad.




This is easily accomplished using Adobe Acrobat Pro (the free version of Reader does not have these tools).

Checking PDF Files For Over-Saturation
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The Output Preview is one of the most useful tools in Acrobat. In this case, click Total Area Coverage and set
the percentage to 240%.
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To fix the saturation, open the Content Tools and select the Edit Object tool.
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Right-click on the photo and select Edit Image.
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This will open the photo in Photoshop. If your color settings are set for Trumbull Color, you are ready.
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You must convince Photoshop that a change has been made in the photo for the new color settings to take effect.
So, first you go to Image/Mode and select RGB Color.
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You will now adjust the levels. Under Image/Adjustments, select Levels.
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This will open the Levels prompt. You need to make a small change.
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I usually add 0.01 to the midtone. It makes no visual change, but it is enough to let Photoshop know that a
change has occurred.
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Now go back to Image/Mode and select CMYK Color.
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Select Save and close the photo.
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The Output Preview can also be used to detect 4-color black type. Simply unclick the black channel and all black

type should disappear, as below:
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By clicking the Show button, you can also find RGB images. So, again, the Output Preview is quite useful for

preflighting PDF files.
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